Compass Center
210 Henderson St.
Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Nov. 20, 2023

Ms. Maanya Sachdeva
The Independent

18 Finsbury Square
London EC2A 1DX, UK

Dear Editor,

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing as a representative of the Compass Center, an organization
dedicated to supporting victims of domestic violence and raising awareness about this critical issue. |
read with interest your November 21st report entitled “Comedian Matt Rife Responds to Backlash Over
‘Sexist’ Domestic Violence Joke” and felt compelled to share our perspective on the matter.

Yesterday, The Independent reported that Matt Rife's new comedy special, “Natural Selection” has
generated controversy due to a domestic violence joke in the opening segment. This is timely and ironic
for us at the Compass Center because, despite the serious nature of our work, it underscores the
challenges we face in dispelling harmful stereotypes and promoting a culture of respect and
understanding.

As a member of the Compass Center, my perspective is rooted in the daily interactions we have with
survivors of domestic violence. Comedy can be a powerful tool for social commentary, but it is essential
that comedians recognize the impact their words can have on sensitive issues like domestic violence.
Jokes that trivialize or make light of such serious matters contribute to a culture that normalizes harmful
behavior, making it even more difficult for survivors to come forward.

What people don't realize is that humor, when misused, can perpetuate harmful stereotypes and further
stigmatize those who have experienced domestic violence. Our goal at the Compass Center is to create
an environment where survivors feel supported, empowered, and free from judgment.

One thing that could really make a difference is fostering a dialogue between comedians, entertainment
platforms, and organizations like ours. Sensitizing comedians to the potential impact of their material on
survivors and the broader community is crucial. We believe that responsible comedy can still be
entertaining while avoiding reinforcing harmful narratives.

In conclusion, we appreciate the opportunity to shed light on this issue and advocate for responsible
comedy that respects the experiences of domestic violence survivors. We hope that discussions around

this topic can contribute to a more informed and compassionate society.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.



Sincerely,

Anna Church

Student

UNC Hussman School of Journalism and Media
919-555-5555



